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WHAT TO BRING ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL:

· SCHOOL BAG:  At orientation, all new students will receive a DMS school bag for carrying items and communications to and from school. The children should bring this to school everyday.  In order to reduce clutter in the coatroom; please do not send in other bags (backpacks, duffel bags, etc.) with your child.  If your child is a returning student and has lost his/her schoolbag, please let the office know.  The replacement cost of the schoolbag is $12.  
· SLIPPERS:  All the children wear slippers inside the school.  When purchasing slippers, please opt for plain and simple designs, as this helps minimize classroom distractions.

· CHANGE OF CLOTHING: Each child six years and younger must bring a complete change of clothing (including several pairs of underwear).  Accidents happen and clothes will occasionally get soiled either in the classroom or out on the playground.  The change of clothing will be kept in a “Tupperware” shoe box with the child’s name in the classroom.  If the child uses the clothing, it will be sent home and the change of clothing must be replaced the following school day. It is the parent’s responsibility to replace the change of clothing as a child grows into a new size.   

· LUNCH (if staying full day): Please see enclosed sheet on classroom lunches for guidelines.    
SCHOOL DRESS/LOST AND FOUND
Clothing worn should allow for independence (i.e., overalls with easy fasteners, elastic waist bands for younger children and child user-friendly shoes and boots), art projects and outdoor play. Stains cannot be avoided without limiting your child’s participation.

In order to enable all children to participate in outdoor activities, appropriate outdoor shoes for running, climbing and playing should be worn.  Shoes must include a heel strap for safety purposes. For example, no thongs, jellies, elevated heels and clogs are appropriate.  Please make sure that during the winter months and on rainy days that your child has appropriate outerwear for outdoor activities.  It is not unheard of to take a nature walk in the rain or to build a snowman on a nice winter day! For your child’s protection, winter clothing must include coat, hat or hood, mittens or gloves, snow pants, and boots.

Parents are advised to mark clearly all of their child’s belongings including sweaters, jackets, extra clothing, educational items brought to share, books and personal supplies. Each child must keep track of his or her own possessions as the school is not responsible for lost items. A lost and found is located in the coatroom area. An effort is made to empty the lost and found prior to major school holidays. At the end of the year, remaining items are donated to charity.







