Summary

A Conservation Plan for Bremen

How do you envision Bremen years from now? Will
it be a town characterized by forests and scenic views
as it is today? Will the ponds be clean and fit for
swimming, fishing and boating? Will there still be a
working waterfront? Or will the forests and fields
have given way to house lots, wildlife habitat
disappeared, and lobster boats replaced by yachts?

Undoubtedly most Bremen residents prefer the first
scenario. Many people choose to live in Bremen for
its scenic beauty and rural way of life. We often

| assume that beauty and way of life will exist forever.
# That is a false assumption. Population growth is
accelerating along Mid-Coast Maine, accompanied by
8 increased development and sprawl. We need to make
. sound choices now if we want to conserve lands and
® open space in Bremen for tomorrow. To help make

% those choices, the Bremen Conservation Commission
! has prepared a Conservation Plan for Bremen.

Before starting work on the Plan, the Commission
invited Bremen residents to a public forum to talk
about favorite places in Bremen and to share their
ideas for what land should be conserved. In addition,
the Commission consulted with conservation
organizations such as the Medomak Valley Land
Trust, the Pemaquid Watershed Association, the
. Maine Association of Conservation Commissions, the
Maine Audubon Society, the Maine Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife, many other conservation
agencies and organizations, and several town
committees. The Commission also mapped
j&= conservation easements, town-owned lands and rights-
§ of-way, land in Tree Growth and Open Space, areas of
high wildlife value, and wetlands.

In November 2007, the Commission invited residents
to another public forum, this time to see and comment
on a draft plan, including possible strategies for
conserving open space lands in Bremen. Information
41 ‘R : and opinions were used to prepare the final plan,

N ¥ " organized by four primary goals: Maintain Rural
Character, Protect Water Resources, Preserve Wildlife
Habitat, and Provide Recreational Opportunities. This
is a summary of the Conservation Plan for Bremen.



Maintain
Rural Character

The Bremen Comprehensive Plan has as its primary goal
“Preserve Bremen’s Rural, Sparsely Settled Character...” But
what exactly is “Rural Character?” For Bremen, “rural
character” is equally defined by the town’s landscape and by its
inhabitants.

What gives the Bremen landscape its rural character are the
large unbroken tracts of forest land, fields, scenic views of
ponds and tidal harbors, and homes clustered in small villages
or scattered along town roads and shores.

Just as important to the town’s rural character are its
inhabitants. Throughout its history, Bremen residents have
farmed the land, fished the waters, and logged the forests.
Without clammers digging the mud flats at low tide, lobstermen
with traps piled high beside their homes, farmers grazing
livestock and tending gardens, and enterprising residents
offering goods from roadside stands, Bremen would soon lose
its rural character and become just another bedroom
community.

Objectives:

e Maintain the predominately forested landscape

e Retain open fields for scenic views, wildlife habitat,
and agriculture

e Maintain waterfront access for commercial fisherman
and clammers

e Keep Bremen an inviting place for fishermen,
clammers, farmers, and craftspeople.

defining rural character







